Creating clean water access in Laos
Purchase Carbon Credits

Healthy communities have access to
clean drinking water. In areas where
safe water is scarce, social enterprises
are developing safe, affordable
technology to meet this critical need.
In Laos, over 80% of households must boil their water
to make it safe to drink. Despite many taking this
boiling precaution, preventable illness from drinking
contaminated water is still a leading cause of death for
children under five. Boiling water requires the burning
of wood and charcoal. Foraging for these fuels
requires labor and consumes valuable financial resources
that could be used for other critical necessities.
Additionally, the reliance on unsustainable harvesting
practices also contributes to deforestation.
TerraClear has providing access to safe drinking water
through the manufacture and distribution of more than
75,000+ ceramic filters reaching an estimated 416,000+
people in over 500 villages in Laos.

Benefits of TerraClear
Water Filters

63,000+

Tonnes of CO2e saved
n 2019 by the project

20-30

Litres of clean water- the
average daily household
consumption fully met by
each filter

75,000+

Households benefiting
from filter use

TerraClear filter: stylish and effective

Annual co-benefits*

The TerraClear filter is made of ceramic produced from
local materials. The filter’s pores trap illness-causing
bacteria and a special coating provides extra defence.

$9,000

The filter reduces bacteria by greater than 99% and
can treat 50 Litres of water per day.
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TerraClear filter sits inside a plastic receptacle that
stores 36 Litres of clean water. A set is typically sold with a
rattan stand for convenience, and buyers display filters
with pride in their homes. In order to enable people to
purchase a filter, TerraClear provides 6-month interest
free payment plans. In addition to collecting payments,
TerraClear employees clean and service filters and train
customers on proper care and use.
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Value of avoided forest
degradation
Hectares of avoided
forest degradation
Cases of Acute Lower
Respiratory Infection
(ALRI) treatment avoided.

*per 1000 credits purchased.
Figures are based on Social Return on Investment (SROI)
of Nexus for Development’s model for the project’s last
monitoring period (MP3, June 2019).

Support this project
TerraClear generates carbon credits by reducing CO2e emissions. While the funds received by the project
are helping the climate, the project also benefits communities and the environment in a variety of other
ways. Recognizing these co-benefits allows us to more accurately value the project’s total impact.
Carbon credits are a form of Results Based Financing (RBF), meaning that funding is directly linked to
the project achieving measurable, pre-agreed outcomes. Meeting its climate protection target allows the
project to earn more funds that can be used to scale up its impact. For TerraClear, this means
reaching more communities, with a goal of providing 100,000 locally made purifiers to the people
of Laos throughout the project.

Quality assurance
This project is certified and third-party audited under the Gold Standard, the most rigorous global
standard for carbon offset projects. It is also listed on the Gold Standard Impact Registry.
Read more about Nexus’ quality assurance.

More information
For more information on this project, contact Nexus: contact@nexusfordevelopment.org.

nexusfordevelopment.org

