
Cutting Carbon in Laos Kitchens
Purchase Carbon Credits

Benefits of the Laos 
Improved Cookstove  
Programme

Take Laos for example, one of the least developed 
countries in the region where most people cook with 
wood and charcoal. The result: carbon emissions, air 
pollution, and a significant loss of forest cover over the 
past two decades.
Enter the Laos Improved Cookstove Programme. The 
project is building a more inclusive market around 
healthier, affordable technology. By extending market 
participation to rural areas, improved cookstoves have 
become a powerful sustainable development tool.
Through this programme, local producers receive training 
and are now making more stoves that are more efficient. 
Their customers are saving on fuel costs and breathing 
cleaner air. Alongside local partners, the project 
promotes the stoves’ benefits at village workshops 
and festivals. The improved cookstove programme has also 
supported the creation of three testing agencies to 
ensure stoves are of high quality.

New stove designs and market models 
are opening doors for cleaner, 
more environmentally friendly cooking 
options in Southeast Asia.

330,000+
Improved cookstoves 
produced

87,317
Tonnes of CO2e savings 
versus inefficient stoves 

20% 
Less wood fuel used 
versus inefficient stoves

$1.7 million
Value (USD) in annual fuel 
savings

http://www.goldstandard.org/


How does the sale of carbon credits support this project?

Revenues from the sale of carbon are the financing source for the second phase of this project. In particular, 
this income will finances the training of stove producers and retailers, promotion of the stoves in new 
markets, product monitoring and testing, and managing a certification and quality labelling program. 
This is a form of Results Based Financing (RBF), meaning that funding is directly linked to the project 
achieving measurable, pre-agreed outcomes. Meeting its climate protection target allows the project to 
earn more funds that can be used to scale up its impact.

Quality assurance

This project is certified and third-party audited under the Gold Standard, the most rigorous global 
standard for carbon offset projects. It is also listed on the Gold Standard Impact Registry. 
Read more about Nexus’ quality assurance.

More information

For more information on this project, contact Nexus: contact@nexusfordevelopment.org.

Project partners

This project is managed by SNV Laos 
in partnership with the Association 
for Rural Mobilization and 
Improvement, a local NGO that 
manages training, knowledge 
exchange, and monitoring activities. 

nexusfordevelopment.org

Laos Improved Cookstove
Programme by the numbers

• 20 producers manufacturing an average of 4000 
stoves per month
•   1012 retailers in 10 provinces, 90% of which are 
women-owned
• $5 retail price; stoves save users $2 each month 
on fuel purchases
•   Cooks save 30 minutes per day
• 90 cooking demonstrations conducted by the Lao 
Women’s Union
•  95% of consumers state they are very satisfied with 
their stove
• 24 month lifespan of an improved cook stove, 
compared to 6 months for less-efficient models
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