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The Pioneer Facility offers flexible debt financing, via 
working capital or capex loans, to social enterprises 
producing and distributing sustainable energy, clean 
water, and sanitation solutions to low-income and 
underserved communities in Southeast Asia. It targets 
market-based approaches with a medium-term 
vision of financial sustainability that will contribute to 
positive social and/or environmental outcomes.
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Sustainable Energy Clean Water Clean Cooking Improved Sanitation

For more information please contact: 

pioneerfacility@nexusfordevelopment.org

Download the application for funding:

APPLICATION FORM

APPLICATION PROCESS

Services and technology
Examples of technologies or services provided 
include  clean  cookstoves,  solar  systems, biogas 
digesters, water purification devices and waste-
to-energy systems. 

Impact
Your organization operates in Southeast Asia 
and the direct beneficiaries of your service or 
technology are low-income and underserved 
communities. 

Business Stage
Your organization is in a growth phase with a 
business plan, a track record of 3+ years and is 
ready to scale its activities. 

Use of funds
The Pioneer Facility offers flexible debt financing 
for working capital or capex needs.

Payback Ability
Your organization can show clear payback ability 
of the current funding ask. 

Additionality
The expected results would not be achieved 
without the financing from the Pioneer Facility.

U S D  1 0 0 K  -  U S D  5 0 0 K

U N C O L L A T E R A L I Z E D

U P  T O  3  Y E A R S 1 0 %  I N T E R E S T

https://nexusfordevelopment.org/impact-investing/pioneer-facility/
mailto:pioneerfacility%40nexusfordevelopment.org?subject=
https://nexusfordevelopment.org/content/uploads/2019/02/Pioneer-Facility_Application.docx


USD 500,000 
unlocked for the construction of 
4 small-scale district water stations

CONNECTING UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES 
IN CAMBODIA TO PIPED WATER 

The debt financing from the Pioneer Facility helped to 
bridge the challenging time associated with KWSH’s 
initial fundraising of USD 6M that brought to the table 
equity investors, grant providers and commercial banks.

During 2019, KWSH added 1,617 new connections to its 
portfolio and saw average household water consumption 
rise from 6.89m3 to 11.18 m3. Additionally, KWSH plays 
other positive roles within the communities, namely 
generating awareness of the benefits of clean piped 
water and facilitating more accommodating billing and 
payment collections by partnering with local MFIs and 
mobile money companies to provide customers easy 
access to convenient payment channels.

“The Pioneer Facility fund was exactly what 
we needed, when we needed it. Nexus and 
the Pioneer Facility were able to deliver their 
specialized loan package at a ticket size that 
usually has limited lenders. The loan allows 
us to engage in bigger projects that will fuel 
our growth. Their account officers were very 
responsive and took the time to visit both our 
office and the project site enabling Nexus to 
appreciate the social and business vision of 
our social enterprise and the challenges that 
come with finding this balance.”

Erel B. Narida, President and CEO, One 
Renewable Energy Enterprise, Inc.

2x USD 500,000
unlocked for replacing 143 diesel-powered 
irrigation pumps with solar-powered pumps

DEPLOYING SOLAR ENERGY SOLUTIONS FOR 
RURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES

OREEi required financing to cover the upfront costs of a 
government project which only allowed for payment upon 
the achievement of specific milestones. And this is where, 
for the implementer, the additionality of the Pioneer 
Facility is concrete. Without this investment the project 
wouldn’t have been possible. As part of the Pioneer 
Facility design, the financing was offered as a senior 
unsecured loan to be more accessible than traditional 
financing options.

The debt provided allowed OREEi to develop a track record 
of project delivery for the Department of Agriculture 
of the Philippines and unlocked further business and 
investment opportunities to deliver larger scale projects. 
OREEI recently formed a joint venture with ANTECO 
(Antique Electric Cooperative) and was awarded a USD 
200K grant by ADB to provide people with 24/7 electricity 
service on Malalison Island, a tiny island of 55 hectares in 
Antique Province, south of Manila. 

“The Nexus Pioneer Facility provided a 
$500,000 loan to KWSH in Q2 2019, after 
the company had recently acquired its 
fourth water license in Tram Khnar (Takeo 
Province). This loan provided KWSH with the 
financial capacity to maintain its strong start 
to investments at this new station, including 
the installation of over 15km of new pipelines 
to service areas which were previously 
excluded from the piped water market. As a 
result, clean piped water consumption and 
the number of connected beneficiaries both 
grew YoY by roughly a quarter by Q1 2020. 
This strong foundation has provided the 
station with sufficient revenues to continue 
self-financing its expansion, with the aim to 
construct a new water treatment plant and 
install new pumping equipment in 2020 in 
order to increase production & distribution 
capacity.”

William Puyo, General Manager, KWSH


